
HARRIS Leonard Stanley 

 

 Aircraftman 1st Class  Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 242 Squadron.  

Age: 21  

Date of Death: 25/06/1944  

Service No: 1289843  

Additional information: Son of Frederick and Rose Harris, of Tolleshunt Major, Essex. "  

On 30 October 1939, No 242 reformed at Church Fenton as a fighter squadron and initially had a large number 

of Canadian personnel on strength. In December it received Blenheim fighters which were replaced in January 

1940 by Hurricanes, the squadron becoming operational on 23 March. Operations over France began on 16 

May, a detachment being based at French airfields until evacuated on 16 June to take part in the Battle of 

Britain. 

After taking part in the Battle of Britain, the squadron began offensive sweeps and bomber escort missions in 

December. These lasted until September 1941, when No.242 was withdrawn to North Wales for patrols over the 

Irish sea shipping lanes. It became non operational on 3 October to prepare for overseas and in December the 

squadron left for the Far East. En route its pilots were flown off to Malta where they were later absorbed no 

No.126 Squadron. The ground echelon arrived in Singapore in January 1942, being merged with other 

personnel of Nos.232 and 605 Squadrons to service Hurricanes of a composite unit. Air cover was provided by 

only this one squadron, RAF No. 232 Squadron, based at Kallang airfield. This was because Tengah, Seletar 

and Sembawang were in range of Japanese artillery at Johore Bahru. . . The Japanese advance and air 

superiority forced a withdrawal to Sumatra and Java, where it was dispersed by 10 March 1942. 

It would appear Leonard stayed in the Far East when Squadron 242 was sent to North Africa April 1942 & at the 

same time 232 Squadron was reformed at Atcham & 605 became a UK based Mosquito Squadron.  

 

1939-1945 STAR; PACIFIC STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE MEDAL 



 

Editors note "He is listed on the Memorial as Leonard F Harris. The Leonard STANLEY Harris is how he is 

shown in the cwgc records where his parents names  home village is given  

  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Column 440. 

Memorial: SINGAPORE MEMORIAL 

Before 1939 the Kranji area was a military camp 

and at the time of the Japanese invasion of 

Malaya, it was the site of a large ammunition 

magazine. On 8 February 1942, the Japanese 

crossed the Johore Straits in strength, landing at 

the mouth of the Kranji River within two miles 

of the place where the war cemetery now stands. 

On the evening of 9 February, they launched an 

attack between the river and the causeway. 

During the next few days fierce fighting ensued, 

in many cases hand to hand, until their greatly superior numbers and air strength necessitated a withdrawal. 

After the fall of the island, the Japanese established a prisoner of war camp at Kranji and eventually a hospital 

was organised nearby at Woodlands. After the reoccupation of Singapore, Kranji War Cemetery was developed 

from a small cemetery started by the prisoners at Kranji, by the Army Graves Service. Within Kranji War 

Cemetery stands the SINGAPORE MEMORIAL, bearing the names of over 24,000 casualties of the 

Commonwealth land and air forces who have no known grave. Many of these have no known date of death and 

are accorded within our records the date or period from when they were known to be missing or captured. The 

land forces commemorated by the memorial died during the campaigns in Malaya and Indonesia or in 

subsequent captivity, many of them during the construction of the Burma-Thailand railway, or at sea while 



being transported into imprisonment elsewhere. The memorial also commemorates airmen who died during 

operations over the whole of southern and eastern Asia and the surrounding seas and oceans. In addition to the 

Singapore Memorial, the cemetery also contains the following memorials:- The SINGAPORE 

(UNMAINTAINABLE GRAVES) MEMORIAL, which stands at the western end of the Singapore Memorial, 

commemorates more than 250 casualties who died in campaigns in Singapore and Malaya, whose known graves 

in civil cemeteries could not be assured maintenance and on religious grounds could not be moved to a war 

cemetery. The SINGAPORE CREMATION MEMORIAL, which stands immediately behind the Singapore 

Memorial, commemorates almost 800 casualties, mostly of the Indian forces, whose remains were cremated in 

accordance with their religious beliefs. The SINGAPORE CIVIL HOSPITAL GRAVE MEMORIAL stands at 

the eastern end of the Singapore Memorial. During the last hours of the Battle of Singapore, wounded civilians 

and servicemen taken prisoner by the Japanese were brought to the hospital in their hundreds. The number of 

fatalities was such that burial in the normal manner was impossible. Before the war, an emergency water tank 

had been dug in the grounds of the hospital and this was used as a grave for more than 400 civilians and 

Commonwealth servicemen. After the war, it was decided that as individual identification of the dead would be 

impossible, the grave should be left undisturbed. The grave was suitably enclosed, consecrated by the Bishop of 

Singapore, and a cross in memory of all of those buried there was erected over it by the military authorities. The 

107 Commonwealth casualties buried in the grave are commemorated on the Singapore Civil Hospital Grave 

Memorial. Kranji War Cemetery and the Singapore Memorial were designed by Colin St Clair Oakes. Adjoining 

Kranji War Cemetery is KRANJI MILITARY CEMETERY, a substantial non-world war site of 1,378 burials, 

created in 1975 when it was found necessary to remove the graves of servicemen and their families from Pasir 

Panjang and Ulu Pandan cemeteries. No. of Identified Casualties: 24314 

 

TOLLESHUNT MAJOR 

 


